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Caring for the Tijuana Estuary – what still persists
In the midst of funding challenges and changing administrations in the U.S. and Mexico, TRNERR staff have 
focused on nurturing and maintaining vital cross-border relationships and growing connections with the San 
Diego Indigenous community to promote and continue to improve Watershed health. 

Minutes 320, 328, and 333 continue to be guides for enacting policy and facilitating cross border 
collaboration. 



The Tijuana River 
Watershed (TRW)

● TRW is approx. 1,750 square miles

● Tijuana River is ~120 miles

● Its most western region spans 
Tijuana & San Diego:

○ The busiest land border 
crossing in the world 

○ Known for high degree of 
endemism and biodiversity

● Both countries have long been 
connected by history, culture, 
commerce and geography



● The largest and most intact coastal 
wetland in southern California

● Located within the Tijuana River National 
Estuarine Research Reserve and the 
Tijuana Slough Wildlife Refuge

● A “living lab” for research and for 
monitoring various metrics of climate 
change along the coast

● Ecological and management challenges 
include sedimentation, tropicalization, 
water quality, invasive species, flooding, 
and marine debris

The Tijuana Estuary
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Three-pronged approach







Tijuana River Historical Ecology Study

San Francisco Estuary Institute

Eroding 
Hillsides 
in Tijuana

Old 
Entrance 
Kiosk to 
Border Field 
State Park 
(ca. 2000)

High Salt 
Marsh 
Buried in 
Sediment



Road Realignment







Thank you!

eholliday@trnerr.org 
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