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I. The 2009 Delta/Water Legislation

A. Delta Crisis:
Origin, But Not Only Topic

B. Comprehensive:
All Aspects of California Water Management

C. Delta Plus:
Change Beyond the Delta

D. Sets New Directions, But Not All Decisions – many decisions to come
II. The Context:
Origins in the Delta Crisis

A. Ecosystem Collapse – "The POD" 

B. CALFED Bay-Delta Program Disintegration
C. Interagency Conflict and Gridlock

D. Judge Oliver Wanger Rulings on Delta Export Pumping
E. Delta Vision Strategic Plan 
1. Blue Ribbon Task Force Strategic Plan – October 2008

2. Schwarzenegger Cabinet Committee Recommendations – January 3, 2009
F. Schwarzenegger Administration – persistent advocacy for water bond
III. The Foundation:
Delta Vision Strategic Plan
A. 2006 Creation By Legislation/Executive Order
B. Legislation Addresses All 7 Delta Vision Principles 

1. Co-equal Goals

2. Delta as Place

3. Ecosystem as Heart of Healthy Estuary

4. Statewide Water Conservation

5. Delta Water Infrastructure

6. Reduce Risks to People, Property & State Interests

7. New Delta Governance
C. Leadership from Delta Vision Task Force/Foundation Contributed
IV. The 2009 Legislative Process

A. Delta Vision Strategic Plan Delivered to Legislature (January 3, 2009)

B. Informational Hearings by Committees in Both Houses (February 2009)
C. Bi-Partisan, Bi-Cameral Discussion Groups (February-May 2009)
D. Author Work Group (May-July 2009)
E. Pre-Print Bills & Comprehensive Informational Hearings (August 2009)
F. Conference Committee (August 2009)
G. Compilation – SB 68 (Steinberg) (September 11, 2009)
H. The Lull (Between Regular and Special Session)
I. Governor’s Threat to Veto All Bills – Big Five Discussions (October 2009)
J. Final Resolution (November 2009)
V. Outcomes:
New Principles & Processes Beyond the Delta
A. All Bills Have Some Connection to Delta Vision

B. Principle:
Statewide Water Conservation – 20% by 2020 (SB 7)

1. Process:
4 “Pathways” to Achievement

2. Statewide Application, But Flexible Implementation

C. Principle:
Groundwater Information Integration (SB 6)

1. Process:
Groundwater Elevation Monitoring 

2. Last Western State to Take First Step

D. Principle:
Water Diversion Reporting/Enforcement (SB 8) 

1. Process:
Eliminate Exemptions & Add Enforcement Resources

2. One Step Forward, More to Come?
E. Principle:
State Water Funding (SB 2)

1. Process:
Appropriations and Water Bond 

2. 3-Year Debate – Consistent Funding Categories

3. Statewide & Regional Funding

4. Statewide Funding to Support Statewide Policies
a) Protect the Delta

b) Backbone Infrastructure

c) Regional & Integrated Water Management
d) Respond to Change & Drought

VI. Outcomes: The Delta Bill (SB 1 – Simitian)

A. Changes to Delta Policy

1. Scope of Delta – Suisun Marsh

2. Reduce Reliance on Delta

3. Land-use Policies

4. Reasonable Use & Public Trust as Foundation

5. Protection of Existing Rights

6. Transition of CALFED Bay-Delta Program

B. Delta Governance

1. Delta Protection Commission Reform

2. Delta Conservancy

3. Delta Stewardship Council

a) Repeal of CALFED

b) Role in Delta Plan

c) Consistency Determinations

4. Delta Independent Science Board

5. Delta Water Master

6. Role of Existing Agencies

7. Role of Federal Agencies

C. Delta Plan

1. Delta Vision

a) Co-equal Goals – state management & investment

b) 6 Substantive Delta Vision Goals: 

c) Certain Specific Requirements – Delta as Place, Levee Priorities

2. Council & Existing Agencies

3. Emphasis on the Delta

4. Science & Adaptive Management

5. Ecosystem – characteristics & strategies

6. Water Supply – reasonable, economics, quality 

D. Delta Plan II – Implementation

1. Bay Delta Conservation Plan

a) Required Elements of CEQA Analysis

b) DFG Determination of NCCP

c) Fishery Agency Participation in Transparent Process 

2. Conveyance Limitations – permits and funding

3. Consistency Appeals & Determinations

4. Other Plans – Existing vs. Future Plans

VII. Decisions Ahead

A. Legislation Sets New Directions – Just the Start

B. This Year (2010):

1. Early Actions – Flow Criteria, Ecosystem

2. Organization of Governance

C. Coming Years (Beyond 2010):

1. Development of Delta Plan & BDCP

2. Integration of Other Plans & Federal Government 

D. Subsequent Steps:
Legislation?  Administrative Action? 

VIII. Challenges Ahead

A. Incorporating Legislative Opponents – particularly Delta Counties
B. Enhancing Independent Science & Adaptive Management

C. Setting Priorities & Balance

D. Collaborating to Craft Creative Solutions
E. Exercising Discretion to Make Difficult Decisions – balance & tradeoffs
IX. Where To From Here? – Implementation is Key

A. We Took the First Step – Last Year Was “The Time for the Legislature”
B. Next Year, It’s Up to Everyone Else
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